ASLA Council of Fellows Business Meeting

Monday, November 18, 2013, 8:00 – 9:30am

Boston Convention Center

Boston, MA
Minutes


Presiding:
Patrick W. Caughey, FASLA, Chair

Officers:
Susan L.B. Jacobson, FASLA, Chair-elect



Gary B. Kesler, FASLA, Secretary



Angela D. Dye, FASLA, Member at Large



John L. Carman, FASLA, Immediate Past Chair 


Kurt C. Culbertson, FASLA, 2013-15 Chair-elect



Judy B. Brittenum, FASLA, 2013-15 Secretary-elect



Ann M. Milovsoroff, FASLA, 2013-15 Member-at-Large-elect

Guests:

Tania Hernandez, Student ASLA, 2013 ASLA CoF Scholarship Recipient



Quynh Pham, Student ASLA, 2013 ASLA CoF Scholarship Recipient

Staff:

Curt Millay, ASLA, Corporate Secretary


Mas Tadesse, Associate Manager, Meeting and Special Programs



Michael O’Brien, CFO/Managing Director of Finance

Call to Order and Introductions

Chair Caughey called the meeting to order at 8:00am.  He welcomed everyone and introduced the officers present at the meeting.  
Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the 2012 business meeting in Phoenix were unanimously approved.  

Moment of Silence for Departed Fellows

Chair Caughey asked for a moment of silence to recognize the Fellows that had passed away since the 2012 business meeting.  
Recognition of New Fellows

After the moment of silence Chair Caughey asked the newly elected Fellows to stand so they could be recognized by their peers.

Council of Fellows Scholarship Presentation

Chair Caughey recognized the two Council of Fellows 2013 scholarship recipients, Tania Hernandez, Student ASLA, and Quynh Pham, Student ASLA.  Both Ms. Hernandez and Ms. Pham thanked the Council of Fellows for their generosity and made brief remarks about what receiving the scholarship meant for their ability to continue their studies and graduate on time.   After Ms. Hernandez and Ms. Pham finished their remarks, Chair Caughey gave a brief history of the scholarship to update the newly elected fellows.

Financial Report
ASLA CFO O’Brien and LAF Executive Director Barbara Deutsch provided a financial update on the COF Scholarship Fund.  Discussion ensued about raising the amount of each scholarship or adding an additional scholarship.  The Council decided to add a third scholarship in the amount of $4000.
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ADSIT AND SECONDED BY MR. TAVELLA TO FUND A THIRD COF SCHOLARSHIP IN 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $4000.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Addition of COF Jury Member
The Council discussed the possible addition of one more member to the COF jury to total six jurors.  After much discussion it was decided that current body of five jurors is the optimum amount.  

Nomination Procedures
The COF ExCom discussed new procedures for the nomination process such as informational webinars on preparation of nominations for chapters to be held in January; creation of a list of chapter COF committee contacts to facilitate communication; the redesigned website and templates; new comment template for jurors; the improved notification process; and procedures for nominating individuals.  
ASLA Diversity Summit Report
Juanita Shearer-Swink, FASLA, and Terry Poltrack, Director of PR & Communications, reported on the 2013 ASLA Diversity Summit, held in Alexandria, VA, in July.  The Diversity Summit attendees honed in on key paths, aids, and obstacles encountered in entering the profession and came up with priorities and suggested action items for ASLA to consider for the next year. Strategies for working on three main action items - awareness, mentoring, and early exposure – were suggested as the end result of the meeting. ASLA is committed to acting on strategies to address the issues the Summit attendees raised, which will ultimately enrich the landscape architecture community.
Fellows Endowment Fund 

Based on an idea that came out of last year’s business meeting, a legacy campaign for COF was created called the Fellows Endowment Fund.  Chair Caughey and ASLA secretary Curt Millay walked attendees through the new planned giving site administered through LAF, which enables donors to give in many different ways and at many levels to the COF Scholarship Fund.

Swearing-in of New Officers

Chair Caughey swore in the new officers for 2013-1015:

Susan L.B. Jacobson, FASLA, 2013-2015, Chair

Kurt C. Culbertson, FASLA, 2013-15 Chair-elect

Judy B. Brittenum, FASLA, 2013-15 Secretary-elect

Ann M. Milovsoroff, FASLA, 2013-15 Member-at-Large-elect

New Business

Chair Caughey took the opportunity to discuss the responsibility of Fellows as a group to give back to society and to the profession with programs like the ACE Mentor program.  Receiving the designation of Fellow is only the starting point.  It is time to take action and take advantage of the Council of Fellows as a group. Especially during these times, before we lose more young graduates, Fellows have a strong responsibility to provide a level of mentoring to those who are displaced.  Fellows have to keep interested in the profession, reconnect to your chapters.  There will be more discussion in the next year about this.  

Adjourn
There being no further business at 9:30am on Monday, November 18, 2013, the meeting adjourned.
Prepared by:  Curt Millay, ASLA Corporate Secretary

Approved:  November 24, 2014
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